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Clockwork Universe
A SteamPunk Art Happening
Way back at the beginning of this Retro-Future Journey, the basic Idea
emerged for Avenue for/des Arts to present a Group Art Show (with a few
guest artists). It would be in the “SteamPunk” style with a Neo-Victorian
themed costume Opening Event.
AVA decided to call it “An Art Happening”. Words have power, and soon
the “Happening ” part began to steamroller along. So, we appealed to the Havana
management for use of their Theatre, as well as the Gallery, for the Opening. They
kindly agreed. Originally, this was so we could have a flow that would
accommodate the costume Opening.
But once we had the use of the Theatre, it was just like an old Judy
Garland/Mickey Rooney movie: “Hey kids, we’ve got a barn, let’s put
on a show”, and so on...
Let’s have Live Music and Comedy and Burlesque and More Live Music
and Poetry and More Burlesque and Queen Victoria, Herself. And then, the
Robotic Belly Dancers manifested. So, we had to have a Female
Accordion Player, too!
Well, now, shouldn’t we have a SteamPunk-inspired Fashion
Parade? YES! Let’s go to the top, and ask Vancouver Alternative
Fashion (VALT) for some local designers and models. And they graciously
said “Of course.” They’d enjoy being part of our “Clockwork Universe”.
Now we have a 90-minute Retro-Future Episodic Cabaret as part of our
Art Happening Opening Event.
All for Free! All for Fun!
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The 14 Visual Artists created new Unique SteamPunk-inspired Art Works in a
diverse selection of mediums. (Not to forget their own Costumes, which are also
Works of Art.)
Then, we must have a Catalogue to document this One-of-a-Kind Show
and Opening. In Full Colour!
Now, THIS is a SteamPunk ART HAPPENING, and we hope that
everyone will enjoy it, and that all who will see our catalogue will, too.

**So what is “SteamPunk”???
It is an International Contemporary Art Movement that blends
Victorian/Edwardian aesthetic sensibilities with modern Technologies. Merging
Time Travel, Copper Clockworks. Victorian Fashion, Steam Power, a dash of
German Expressionism, a sprinkle of the Punk Sensibility, Alternative Realities with
Corsets and Gears, Mechanical Wonders
and Dirigibles.
It is nothing less than the marriage of Romance and Technology.

It is a Future that Might Not Be,
and a Past that Never Was.
It is Imagination. It is Fun. Enjoy the Trip!

Famous Empty Sky
Curator of “Clockwork Universe”
Impresario of Bi-Focal Monocle*Productions
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Solange Belleforte
“Visionary”
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Eyebright EyeFlex
Dr. Devlin's optical improvement device,
as supplied to the QUEEN
Now available to individuals
Satisfaction guaranteed. Cures fuzzy vision and prevents
headaches, dizzy spells, dyspepsia, hysteria, squinting and
wrinkles around the eyes, thereby making you calm, clear and
twinkling of eye and attractive to others.
No Doctor of Optometry visits required!
Use in the comfort and privacy of
your own boudoir or study!
The device easily mounts on a corset or waist belt and
communicates with the clarification instruments through the
aether, analyzing your vision and correcting it for
approximately 24 hours.
It is not necessary to wear the device
until correction is again required.

Solange Belleforte is a collage and assemblage artist,
influenced by many, led by none!
www.larksong.myartchannel.com
alexalarksong@gmail.com
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Carrie Campbell
“Along Came a Spider”
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Art and being creative is a magical experience for me. For years I
made art for and with other people in large community content. I
usually never knew what the outcome was going to be, but the
experience of getting a project or art piece done was always an
incredible, magical experience. Now I’m on a new creative
journey to create art for myself, and it's not as easy as you may
think. Working on this show opened my eyes and my heart. In
my heart I’m a creative person but creating something on my own
is having its challenges, which I welcome with artistic delight.
I immerse myself into my art most times with very little planning
and see what flows out of my imagination naturally. This is a
process that has worked very well to get the most out of the
experience and the story that I’m opening up.

Carrie was a creative child, always encouraged and supported by her parents. In
the mid-nineties, a friend shared a (real) dream about art created by a group to
share what they thought about their community. She entered the world of
Community Engagement Art as small groups of friends brought the dream to
reality. Seventeen years later, she is taking a break from this art form to
concentrate on creating art for herself . She is going back to her early roots,
what was important to her as a child; early influences still carried with her as an
adult; family, friends, her community, nature, fairy tales and the love of being
creative as an Artist.
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Famous Empty Sky
“normal waking consciousness
is entirely different”
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“Normal waking consciousness IS entirely different”, she
exclaimed. “Here in the Clockwork Universe, all things are
possible. We time travel and teleport through walls, as well as
changing size and shape. Victorian style merges effortlessly
with German Expressionism, steam power and science fiction. In
this parallel timeline, even corsets are comfortable and gears
always mesh. Our highest goal is having and being FUN. Change
your way of viewing and enjoy the trip.”

My work evolves through experimentation and exploration of possibilities. (In
short, I’m basically un-trainable by others.)
Influences: Buddhism, Greek myths, 20th century poetry, Impressionism,
Dada, Beethoven, photography, the Renaissance, Surrealism, Pablo Picasso,
Rock and Roll music, travel, movies, Xerography, Nature, books, books, books,
and an amazing Gratitude and LOVE for the chance to live this life, now.
I usually work in Mixed Media (really thoroughly Mixed-up Media) using my
own photography, printed materials, found bits, books, steel-cut engravings,
acrylic paints, classical painting pieces. As a collage maker, the world is my
palette.
In “nothing like normal waking consciousness” I created a 4” by 6”
collage using found images, maps and words from a discarded book. Then, I
had it scanned and digitally output on canvas at 24” by 36”. I enjoy playing
with size-change and the magic of shifting mediums in the middle of a piece of
work.
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Harry Grunsky
“Clockwork Universe Scroll”
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At the request of my friend and art mentor Famous Empty Sky, I
created a 55" hand-cut scroll produced specifically for the
“Clockwork Universe” show. The scroll will run across the room
above the other artists' work.
I grew up in a rural prairie town that had steam engine trains
until I was 7-8 years old. In 1977 I went to London, England and
saw my first punk rocker. This show brings those two memories
together for the first time.

My name is Harry Grunsky
Empty Sky and Ann Vicente.
black card stock. In addition
show, I designed and made a
"Clockwork Universe" show.

and I am a paper artist, studying under Famous
I specialize in 3-D design and fine cutting, using
to the 55' long SteamPunk-themed scroll for the
hat for Famous Empty Sky for the opening of the
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Jim Heshedahl
“My Time Machine”
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Author H.G. Wells, through his novels, epitomizes the human
imagination working within its time, referencing its history and
inventing a possible future. In “The Time Machine” he moves
through time, settling on one possible future while demonstrating
that change is an ever-existing potential waiting to be pollinated
with a transformative idea. In “The Invisible Man” he describes a
brief period in the journey of one human being, visible and
invisible, moving within its own time, dealing with the effects of
one grand illusion.
With all due respect to H.G. Wells and his work, this piece is the
human body progressing through time like a time machine. It is
about the past, the present and the future.

“My Time Machine” is done in Mixed Media Collage.
My serious interest in Art began at 18 when I visited the Prado Museum in
Madrid. It increased when I met my love, Famous Empty Sky, on the road to
Greece, and has continued to build ever since. I am more of a facilitator and an
Art patron but I do enjoy the occasional foray into art making.
My primary creative pursuit is Music. I play the acoustic guitar.
When I make Art I work in the mediums of Collage, Mixed Media Collage, or
Assemblage.
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Erin Johnson
“Infinite Wisdom”
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Time's urgency motivates us all. The animals and the human spirit
accept time's passing, but the human mind examines its moments,
creates tools to slow it, capture it, expand and repeat it. But we fail
to master it, as technology and its processes consume moments,
seemingly increasing the speed with which time passes.

Erin Johnson has celebrated art all her life. Growing up in British Columbia has
inspired Erin's work through its people and nature. Her work steps lightly
through landscape, colour, beauty, animal and spiritual themes. Mostly self
taught, she works in drawing, painting and collage but enjoys experimenting
with new mediums, sharing and learning from other artists. Erin works with
children and families as a community artist and facilitator in Vancouver. She
finds happiness in time spent in her home and garden, travel, books, ballet, yoga,
biking, friends and family.
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David MacLean
“Steam Dream With Mad Fish”
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I believe that art circumvents our “should do's”. Its job is to
provide us with a pathway to our more natural selves. If it's a
mystery then I follow it. If I understand the idea then I certainly
don't need to paint it. And this is the way I move from image to
image. I'm fascinated with masks and dreams, anything beyond
the concrete.
I usually draw with bamboo sticks from our yard, and collage
newsprint into almost everything. I am not after a look, but it
seems to me that you work on a piece, looking at it intently trying to follow where it leads - and then, at the moment it looks
back at you, it's finished. This painting is part of all that,
belonging to a thread of work I think of as the “Mad Fish Series”.

David MacLean has worked in images most of his life. At fourteen he sold some
cartoons to “Canadian Boy Magazine” and much later spent fourteen years as
an editorial artist at the Vancouver Sun. Since then he's been in various Art
Departments in television and Film.
He's influenced by Egon Schiele, Ashley Wood, Dave Mckean, Ronald Searle
and the films of Sergio Leone.
He has a BFA in theatre and MFA in creative writing. He has no institutional
art training but is always trying to learn from almost everybody.
He works in India ink and acrylic with collage elements thrown in. He is
fascinated with anything that will make a mark. Perhaps it's not surprising
that his studio looks as if a bomb has gone off in it. He has also written a number
of plays and is now making films.
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Trish Mitchell
“Every Exit is an Entrance...”
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stuck
as time and space spill out
fragments of history
relived and repeated
every door - every choice
navigation is required
there is no end, no death
change creates growth
like every door before
sometimes you can't see
the way out until you go in
trust
“It is not in the stars
to hold our destiny
but in ourselves”

Experimenting with different mediums has always been my passion I have
primarily been working acrylic and collage – intricately cutting images and
juxtaposing them with found objects, drawing and painting to create surreal
dreamscapes and odd characters. This has been my own form of relaxation,
meditation and emotional release
When I transitioned from paper and paint to working with tile and stained glass
a whole new world opened up. I also use broken mirror, glass, rust and wood in
my art. However it was fun to return to my first love of paint and paper collage
for this project.
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Dominique Norville
“Automatic Writing”
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The element of SteamPunk that I find most intriguing is the recreation of a “past that never was” - history revised, from the
perspective of the present.
My image references the automaton from the film “Hugo”. This
robot-like machine becomes a conductor of messages from the
past when it writes out a letter in its creator’s script. The machine
is doing automatic writing as it reproduces the voice of the man
behind it. This is a unique conception of automatic writing, which
was popular in the nineteenth and early twentieth century as an
alleged form of channeling messages from the spirit world.
Art making is my form of automatic writing. I am not in control of
the process; rather the process flows through me. Allowing the
process to take its course can result in complex and surprising
messages from my own spirit, my Self. Blocking or trying to
ignore the process is like tampering with one’s own history,
resulting in a skewed perspective - the past that never was.

Dominique Norville works with many mediums including painting, drawing,
photography, monoprints, paper ephemera, and glue stick. She has recently
started making jewelry using excerpts of her original work as well as repurposed
vintage buttons. Dominique's work has been exhibited at a number of venues
around Vancouver.
The image “Automatic Writer" is a collage of several of Dominique's
photographs.
Dominique can be contacted at sdi42@shaw.ca.
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Heather Renney
“Sparkles”
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Working with my two favorite subjects - photography and
animals - leads to a very fun day. Although some subjects don't
like getting their picture taken, Sparkles is always fun to capture.
My photography subjects vary, but I love the feeling of capturing
a piece of someone's (or something's) life!

Mixed Media - photo printed to canvas

Heather Renney is a photographer residing in East Vancouver and has been
taking pictures for over 18 years. Her varied interests include taking images of
things, animals, people, food, graffiti/word art and abstracts, but her passion for
photography is beyond just taking the picture. It is capturing the imagination
and the story behind the image and is often inspired by a song, poem or another
artists' work. Besides being the event photographer for Dr Sketchy's Vancouver,
Heather also has photos published in “This is East Van” and “This is East Van
ll” and is a proud member of AVA Avenue for/des Arts
Heather Renney, Photographer www.heatherrenney.com
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Helen Spaxman
“Sprockets”
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“Those wheels and sprockets, turning,
grinding, clamouring.
Coal smoke pumping an unknown engine below.”

stone ware, melted beach glass, metal accessories,
charcoal (for the odor as well as the colour)

Helen Spaxman teaches pottery to adults and children, and mixed media art to
toddlers at Britannia Centre as well as facilitating many diverse workshops such
as crocheted hats, painting the site banners and murals. She is currently
completing two hand-made tile mosaics and is acting as Arts and Culture
Programmer at Britannia Community Services Centre.
Contact: helenspaxman@yahoo.ca
or find my page on Facebook
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Jenn Strom
“Dangerous Liaisons”
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“Hello, Fawny,” she heard a deep voice say as she made her way
through the crowd. She looked up into a pair of bright orange
eyes. “Mason, how lovely to bump into you. Wasn’t it a wonderful
concert?”
“Indeed. Madame Chantal's exquisite voice is quite spellbinding.”
Mason gestured to the guest at his side. Madame Chantal turned from
her conversation to smile and flutter her eyes at him briefly, flamecoloured feathers shimmering at her throat.
“As she is heading south tomorrow, I was going to show Madame
Chantal a view of the city tonight.” Mason said, raising one eyebrow
mischievously, the opera house lights glinting off his engineering
goggles. Fawny’s brown eyes widened and she lowered her voice. “In
your new flying machine?” Mason nodded.
“Oh, I can only imagine the view of the stars from such a height!” Fawny
ran her paw over the smooth surface of her little bronze telescope, everhanging at her side. “I’ve never been so…” she broke off for a moment,
gazing up at Mason’s soft copper fur, his thin black lips parting in a
lopsided smile; a glimpse of a gleaming white canine tooth. She could
smell musk and cinnamon.
“So close to the heavens?” he finished for her, with his amused halfsmile. “Why don’t you join us?” He fixed his sparkling orange eyes on
hers. “I could stand to brush up on my constellations.” Fawny felt her
heart skip with excitement.

I am a filmmaker and visual artist based in Vancouver, BC. Some of my current
favourite creative pursuits include multimedia animation, costuming and
mosaic making. This painting was created using acrylic paint on velvet, and
framed in a fire-salvaged wood frame adorned with leather, polymer clay and
metal gears.
website: jennstrom.com
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Ed Varney
“Fluxus Zeppelin”
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I have had an abiding interest in both Zeppelins and stamps.
When massive zeppelins were crossing the Atlantic at speeds
faster than steamships, they carried mail as well as passengers.
Often the mail included zeppelin stamps, stamps created
specifically for a particular crossing. These stamps are quite lovely
and have become collector's items.
Since zeppelin stamps were out of my price range, I created my
own from a modified Canadian stamp (now Canadada) with a
landscape and a zeppelin.
The word “FLUXUS” appeared fortuitously on the side of the
zeppelin, a reference to an artistic movement that I have been a
part of for years. The stamp reflects the postal style of the period
with a conceptual twist. It is that twist that makes it art.

Ed Varney has been making art for over fifty years. He has a MA from a large
eastern university but most of what he has learned about art is from his peers
and from extensive reading. He has used many mediums, including sculpture,
printmaking, painting, conceptual art, environmental art, performance and
digital media. He has also organized numerous exhibitions and explored the
social dimension of arts and culture in the human environment. Humour and
trickery have an important place in his philosophy.
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Diane Wood
“Celeste the Cyborg”, “Pierrot”,
“Cirque de Pluie”, and “Queen of
Hearts”
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Barbie dolls, Beachcombing, Commedia dell’Arte, Dia de los
Muertos, Dr.Who, fairytales, Fellini films, Feminism, Garbage,
Greek myths, Hallucinations, Herstory, Jan Svenkmajer movies,
lacy undies, the MarxBrothers, Memorabilia, Nostalgia, peanut
butter jars of buttons, Picasso, Roi des Coeurs, the Salvation
Army, Star Trek, Tarot cards, Through the Looking Glass, Tim Burton
and Yellow Submarine

I have been a practicing artist all my life, exhibiting in galleries since I was 19. I
have lived in Vancouver since 1980, where I have performed, exhibited, and sold
my work at artist-run galleries. During this time I have taught art, collage,
pottery, and sewing at local drop-in centres and organizations.
I am a community activist with the Carnegie Community Action Project and a
member of activist groups campaigning against welfare cuts and the ongoing
gentrification of the Downtown East Side. I designed T-shirts, posters and
costumes for the Poverty Olympics and designed posters and organized Street
Theatre to convey our political message in a humourous and outrageous way.
I also led, organized, and implemented the creation of the Women's Memorial
March quilt to honour our missing and murdered women, which is carried on
the March on February14th of each year in the DTES.
My fabric art and mixed media projects, especially dolls, are where my passion
lies today. I love being able to combine different materials, including found
objects, in the Surrealist-Dada-esque tradition
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Eva Waldauf
Victorian Lace
melding the parts,
past and present
recharge, update
experiments in biology,
interplanetary science fiction
future lives, broken
worlds collide,
but they’re best dressed in Victorian lace,
experiments gone horribly wrong,
through anomalies of time and space

Gears and Clockwork
time passes, gears click
the steam blows,
engines of war rising
ladies fan themselves,
in full length gowns,
concealing all,
but hands, face and booted heels
birds of metal fly past,
men in black, with monocles
deign not to notice
the pigeon breasted women
and discarded experiments,
of the future, glimpsed from the past
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A SteamPunk Universe
the future is past,
cities broken,
apocalyptic,
gas lamps and steam engines,
a cabaret of war toys,
the universe, shattered
rising from the ruins,
into the alternate universe,
in cobbled lace and golden gears
the robot girls, dance

Eva Waldauf is a Visual Artist and Poet, educated at Ontario College of Art,
Toronto and Simon Fraser University (BA). Eva’s been creating/exhibiting Art
for 28 years and has been writing free-form Poetry for 11 years. She’s taught
Art for 10 years at Community Centres, Galleries, Vancouver School Board and
has been performing Poetry for 8 years on various stages. Eva works in Mixed
Media (photographs, papers, ink, coloured pencil, acrylic and text) and Acrylic
paint (washes on wood panels).
www.oceanheartscollide.com
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A Bi-Focal Monocle* Production:

The Retro-Future Episodic Cabaret
Avenue for/des Arts has hosted many, many art opening events in its twenty- five year
history. But, nothing so theatrically extravagant as the Retro-Future Episodic Cabaret on
April 28th, 2013. It is a FREE 90-minute show as part of our Opening reception for
“Clockwork Universe: a SteamPunk Art Happening”.
We are inspired by the fabulous SteamPunk costume parties of New York and San
Francisco, that have wonderfully astonishing arrays of musicians and other performers. Not
only do we want to encourage SteamPunk attire at our opening reception, we want to
produce a memorable cabaret event as part of our Opening Art Happening . When
Patrick O’Doherty agrees to let us use the Havana Theatre, we go into show business!
This is not as big a stretch for AVA as it might at first appear. Many AVA members have
backgrounds and experience in theatre, filmmaking, and in staging large community
events.
First, we approached Jacques Lalonde, a local actor, comedian and master of ceremonies
who has worked with us before. He cheerfully agreed to help us realize this dream. We
know many in our Commercial Drive Artistic community who Perform. we booked as
many of them as we could fit into 90-minutes to participate in what we call The RetroFuture Episodic Cabaret.
It manifests with Live music, comedy, Burlesque, poetry, robotic belly dancing, an
appearance by Queen Victoria, Herself and ends with a SteamPunk Fashion parade by
our own artists, our audience and features work by local designers. Vancouver
Alternative Fashion Week (VALT) director Kat Ferneyhough graciously co-ordinates that
last element.
As seating in the Havana Theatre is limited to sixty seats, The Retro-Future Episodic
Cabaret develops in distinct episodes! Every fifteen minutes the Cabaret stops. The
audience is encouraged to give up their seats, have a glass of wine in the gallery and let
other guests take their places in the theatre for the next Episode and so forth, and so on.
In addition to all the wonderful performers who are listed elsewhere in this catalogue, The
Retro-Future Episodic Cabaret required all the organizational skills of Clockwork
Universe curators, Famous Empty Sky, Trish Mitchell, and Dominique Norville. The other
AVA members who contributed their efforts to this project were Joseph Heald

38

as AVA Technical Liaison and Associate House Manager, Carrie Campbell as Stage
Manager, and Dominique Norville, again, as Associate House Manager.
And, of course, none of this could have happened at all if it weren’t for the generous
assistance and patience of Patrick O’Doherty, manager of the Havana Theatre, who let us
put on our show!
The words “ Bi-Focal Monocle*Productions” came to our curator Famous Empty Sky, as
she woke from a dream, early in the planning stages of the cabaret. Since art is about
blending dreams and reality, Bi-Focal Monocle*Productions was born.
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